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#ÈÁÉÒÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ    
 

Dr Michelle Meiring 

Palliative Treatment for Children (Patch) South Africa is an inclusive and 

compassionate network that aims to share specialised knowledge, tools and 

opportunities to ensure the best possible care for children with life-

threatening and life-limiting illnesses, and to provide support to families and lay 

caregivers.  

The network consists of 3 different but inter-related networks each represented by a different badge: 

 

Patch SA is constituted as a Voluntary Association of members and is run by a committee with the support of 

a paid administrator/information officer. All of the committee members work in the NGO sector and volunteer 

their time to Patch SA. Our committee was expanded this year with the successful nomination of Melissa Platt 

from Footprints for Sam to head the Family Support network.  

This has been a busy and historic year for PatchSA. Historic because the South African National Health Council 

ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ сth of April 2017. This is a very significant achievement 

because it mandates the South African government to begin the process of integrating palliative care into the 

{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ tŀǘŎƘ{!Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

development of the Policy Framework and continue to serve on the task teams of the national policy making 

steering committee. 

Fundraising for a network continues to be challenging in the current economic climate but nonetheless we 

continued to raise some funding to support our work this year mostly through fundraising events. Our 

Hatson4CPC awareness raising campaign grew exponentially in 2017 thanks to Linda Ganca and our Youth 

Ambassador, Ms Huyaam Samuels and was embraced by the likes of Mrs South Africa and the Office of the 

Premier. Our administrator, Fiona McLennan coordinated the compilation of our monthly newsletter with 

excellent contributions from professionals and organisations across SA. Fiona also completed a survey of 

palliative care services for children begun in 2016 and has mapped these out on our website. 

Members of the PatchSA committee presented at several local, national and international conferences. We 

partnered with Hospivision to run a seminar on Spirituality in Palliative Care in Pretoria and Cape Town and 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǎǇƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ tŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ /ŀǊŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {!Ωǎ олth anniversary seminar in 

Pretoria. 

With the Policy now ratified by the SA Department of Health, PatchSA as the only national network of palliative 

care experts, now has a crucial role to play in the training of multidisciplinary teams to improve the lives of 

thousands of children living with life threatening and life limiting illnesses across the country. 
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4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ 
 

Tracey Brand  

 

The Annual Financial Statement printed in this report reflect our 

financial position at the end of the February 2017. Sincere thanks to 

Williams IDM incorporated for doing this audit for us pro-bona.  

 

Most of our Funding for 2017 came from a golf day organized for us by Cindy Illing (Bereaved mother 

ƻŦ wƻōȅƴ {ǘƻƴŜǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ tŀǘŎƘ{!Ωǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊύ ŀƴŘ bŜƛƭ .Ǌƻǿƴ όōŜǊŜŀǾŜŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ /ǊŀƛƎ 

Brown) as well as income generated from two PatchSA symposiums in 2016. .ƻǘƘ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳΩǎ 

included international speakers who came to South Africa at their own expense. Grateful thanks go 

to Prof Mary-Ann Muckaden from India and Prof Hal Siden from Canada as well as Jansen Cilag and 

Discovery for sponsoring catering for the respective events. 

 

We have had a difficult year from a fundraising perspective with no positive responses to any of our 

proposals sent out this year. It really is difficult to raise funding for a network supporting others as 

most donors are wanting to support projects that have a direct impact on patient care. We are hoping 

however that our training proposals will be successful for 2018 as there is huge need for paediatric 

palliative care training in South Africa. 

 

Most of our funding for this year was raised from events and our Hatson 4CPC drive.  A Charity Tea 

and Jazz Evening raised R13 000 and the Hatson4CPC campaign raised just over R 3000. Although the 

Hatson4CPC initiative is mostly focused on raising awareness, we plan to use it more in 2018 to raise 

funds as well similar to the hugely successful bandana day for the Sunflower fund. 
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Advocacy 
 

FIRST NATIONAL PALLIATIVE CARE POLICY FOR SOUTH AFRICA: 
 
tŀǘŎƘ{!Ωǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ нлмт ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
is a year that will go down in history as the first ever National Strategic Plan for 
Palliative Care for South Africa was approved by the South African National Health 
Council on the 6 April 2017. 
 
This strategy was put together by a writing team with input from a National 
Steering Committee for Palliative care that was appointed by Dr Aaron Motsoaledi- our National Minister of 
Health. The steering committee is led by Dr Sibongiseni Dhlomo, MEC for Health in Zwa-Zulu Natal, who has a 
Diploma in Palliative Medicine from UCT. Two members of the PatchSA committee, Dr Michelle Meiring and 
Petra Burger are privileged to be part of the national steering committee that has met every quarter since the 
committee was formed in August 2016.  
 

 

The National Steering committee for Palliative Care. 

The work of the national steering committee is done through designated task teams all in a voluntary capacity. 

Dr Meiring has led the Vulnerable populations task team that includes children, the elderly, disability sector, 

prisoners, patients in TB and psychiatric hospitals, refugees and the homeless. She is also a member of the 

drug availability and training task teams. Petra Burger and Joan Marston are members of the Vulnerable 

Populations task team, Dr Julia Ambler is on the drug availability and training task teams and Tracey Brand on 

the Family Support task team.  

The work of the tasks teams has fed in to the national strategic framework and will continue into 2018 to assist 

with the development of an implementation plan for the country. 
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The National Palliative Care Strategy has 5 goals: 

Goal 1:  To strengthen palliative care services across all levels of the health system from the tertiary hospital 

to the patient in the home to provide integrated and equitable care.  

Goal 2:  Ensure adequate numbers of appropriately trained health care providers to deliver palliative care at 

all levels of the health service. 

Goal 3Υ 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

Goal 4: Ensure appropriate allocation of finaƴŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ 

care program. 

Goal 5:  Strengthen governance and leadership to support implementation of the policy. 

/IL[5w9bΩ{ t![[L!¢L±9 /!w9 !²!w9b9{{ w!L{LbD 

PatchSA continues to raise awareness amongst health care professionals, patients and families on the value 

of palliative care in improving the quality of life of children with life-threatening and life-limiting illnesses. This 

is done through presentations and networking at Paediatric and Child Health conferences, by participating in 

global awareness campaigns and through media (tv and radio) as well as social media platforms. 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ /ŀǊŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

άIŀǘǎƻƴп/t/έ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ моth of October 2017. The campaign gained considerable momentum this year 

and enjoyed participation from Dr Dhlomo, Palliative care NGOs, several schools and offices. Mrs South Africa, 

the National post office and even the Office of the Premiere donned hats to work to raise awareness of the 

over 20 million children worldwide in need of palliative care. Ms Linda Ganca, Huyaam Samuels and Fiona 

McLennan in particular worked hard to maximize awareness raising through this campaign. 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Mrs South Africa: Mrs Nicole Caper Tammy Taylor 

 

Dr Samantha Govender and Dr Sibongiseni Dhlomo 
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